Mr Booth's article (July 2000 JRSM, pp. 380±383) brought to mind an incident recorded in Phase Line Green (Naval Institute Press, Annapolis, 1997) , in which Nicholas Warr describes his experiences during the Tet Offensive in Vietnam in 1968. One of Warr's Marines was shot in the neck and required an emergency surgical airway. On the advice of his platoon medical orderly Warr stripped down his automatic pistol and the orderly was able to use the barrel as an emergency tracheostomy tube. As these weapons have a calibre of 0.45 inch the bore is about the same as that of a 9 mm ID endotracheal tube. Unfortunately the intervention was of no avail as the bullet had penetrated the wounded man's chest and produced a fatal injury. 
Galen of Pergamon (129±c200) overlooking Burlington Gardens
Galen, sculpted by J S Westacott in 1866 for the balustrade of the building which was then the headquarters of London University, holds a human skull, though many of his anatomical observations were made in animals. It has been said that in his extensive writings Galen linked the practical medicine of Hippocrates to the idealistic philosophy of Plato by means of the logic of Aristotle. Not only were his ideas dominant in Western medical thought for a millennium and a half, but his character and talents were greatly extolled. A physician in the early 18th century wrote that Galen had`Chrisippus's dialectics, Aristotle's philosophy, Plato's theology, Euclid's geometry, Ptolemy's astronomy, Pythagoras's music, Demosthenes' eloquence, Homer's poetry and Hippocrates' physic.'
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